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Abstract: The integration of tourism education into primary school curricula has become
increasingly important in developing children's awareness of cultural heritage, environmental
sustainability, and national identity. Tourism-related concepts contribute to students' cognitive,
emotional, and social development by encouraging exploration of historical sites, natural
landscapes, and cultural traditions. This study investigates the didactic mechanisms that facilitate
the development of tourism-related concepts among primary school students. A qualitative research
design was employed, including classroom observation, document analysis, interviews with
teachers, and analysis of educational activities implemented in primary schools.
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Introduction

Tourism has become one of the fastest-growing sectors of the global economy and an
important instrument for cultural exchange, sustainable development, and social integration.
Modern educational systems increasingly recognize that tourism education should begin at an early
age to cultivate students' awareness of their country's historical, cultural, and natural heritage [1].

Primary school students possess strong curiosity and a natural interest in exploring their
surroundings. This developmental stage provides a valuable opportunity for introducing tourism-
related concepts through educational activities that combine classroom instruction with practical
experiences. Such leaming encourages students to appreciate historical monuments, museums,
national parks, traditional customs, and local communities while simultaneously developing
patriotism and environmental consciousness.

Educational reforms in many countries emphasize competency-based leaming, where students
actively construct knowledge through observation, investigation, collaboration, and problem-
solving. Tourism education effectively supports these objectives because it integrates knowledge
from geography, history, ecology, literature, and civic education into meaningful leaming
experiences. Consequently, tourism becomes not only a recreational activity but also an educational
resource that contributes to holistic child development.

The effectiveness of tourism education largely depends on appropriate didactic mechanisms.
Didactic mechanisms include instructional strategies, teaching methods, educational technologies,
leaming materials, and classroom environments that facilitate students' cognitive and emotional
development. Interactive methods such as educational games. project-based leaming, field trips.
storytelling, digital simulations, and collaborative leaming have been recognized as effective
approaches for introducing tourism-related knowledge to young leamers.
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Another essential aspect is interdisciplinary integration. Tourism-related topics naturally
connect with multiple primary school subjects, including Natural Science, Reading Literacy,
Mother Tongue, Fine Arts, Music, and Technology. Such integration enables students to understand
tourism from multiple perspectives while strengthening their communication skills, creativity,
critical thinking, and civic responsibility.

Despite the growing importance of tourism education, research concerning the didactic
mechanisms for developing tourism-related concepts in primary education remains limited. Most
previous studies focus on tourism management, higher education, or vocational training, whereas
relatively little attention has been given to primary school leamers. Therefore, the present study
aims to identify effective didactic mechanisms that facilitate the formation of tourism-related
concepts among primary school students and to evaluate their contribution to educational quality
and competency development.

Materials and Methods

This study employed a qualitative descriptive research design to investigate the didactic
mechanisms that contribute to the development of tourism-related concepts among primary school
students. The qualitative approach was selected because it enables an in-depth examination of
classroom practices, students' leaming experiences, and teachers' instructional strategies. The
research focused on identifying effective pedagogical methods that enhance students' understanding
of tourism through classroom instruction and practical activities.

The participants consisted of primary school teachers and students from selected public
schools. Teachers with experience in teaching integrated subjects such as Natural Science, Mother
Tongue, Reading Literacy, and Fine Arts participated in the study. Students from Grades 3 and 4
were selected because these grades include topics related to nature, history, culture, and local
heritage, which provide opportunities for introducing tourism-related concepts.

A total of 12 teachers and 120 primary school students participated in the research. The
participants were selected using purposive sampling to ensure that they had sufficient experience
with competency-based and interdisciplinary instruction.

Several research methods were employed to collect reliable data.

Classroom Observation. Classroom observations were conducted to examine how teachers
integrated tourism-related concepts into daily lessons. Particular attention was given to interactive
teaching methods, students' participation, and the use of educational materials [2].

Semi-Structured Imterviews. Interviews with teachers were conducted to explore their
opinions regarding tourism education, interdisciplinary integration, and challenges in implementing
tourism-related activities in primary schools.

Document Amnalysis. National curriculum documents, textbooks, lesson plans, and
methodological guidelines were analyzed to identify tourism-related leaming outcomes and
recommended instructional approaches.

Educational Activities. Several practical learning activities were organized, including virtual
excursions, local history projects, environmental observations, educational games, and group
presentations. These activities enabled students to apply theoretical knowledge in real-life contexts.

The study focused on the following didactic mechanisms:

« interdisciplinary teaching:

e project-based learning;

» educational excursions:

» digital educational technologies:

e visual leaming materials:
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» storytelling:

e role-playing activities:;

» collaborative leaming;

e inquiry-based instruction:

» reflective discussions.

These mechanisms were selected because previous pedagogical studies have demonstrated
their effectiveness in improving students' engagement and conceptual understanding [3].

The collected data were analyzed using thematic analysis. Observation notes, interview
transcripts, and students' leaming products were coded according to recurring themes. Similar
responses were grouped into categories representing different didactic mechanisms and their
educational outcomes.

The findings were interpreted by comparing classroom practices with current theories of
competency-based education and constructivist learning. This approach ensured that the analysis
remained consistent with contemporary educational research.

Participation in the study was voluntary. Teachers and parents were informed about the
objectives of the research before data collection began. Students' identities remained anonymous
throughout the research process. The study complied with ethical principles concerning
confidentiality, informed consent, and responsible educational research.

Results

The findings of the study demonstrated that the application of modern didactic mechanisms
significantly improved primary school students' understanding of tourism-related concepts.
Students who participated in interactive educational activities showed greater interest in learning
about historical monuments, natural attractions, cultural heritage, and environmental protection.
Classroom observations indicated that students became more active during lessons when teachers
used visual materials, educational games, digital presentations, and project-based activities.

Interdisciplinary instruction proved to be one of the most effective approaches for developing
tourism-related concepts. Integrating tourism topics into subjects such as Natural Science, Reading
Literacy, Mother Tongue, Fine Arts, and Technology enabled students to understand tourism from
different perspectives. For example, during Natural Science lessons students explored national
parks and ecosystems, while Reading Literacy lessons introduced stories describing famous
historical places and cultural traditions. Fine Arts lessons encouraged students to illustrate tourist
attractions, thereby strengthening both creativity and geographical awareness.

Educational excursions also had a positive influence on students' learning outcomes. Visits to
museums, historical monuments, botanical gardens, and local cultural centers provided
opportunities for experiential leaming. Students demonstrated better retention of knowledge after
participating in practical leaming experiences compared to traditional classroom instruction. They
actively asked questions, participated in discussions, and expressed greater curiosity about their
local environment[4]

Project-based leaming enhanced collaboration and independent leaming skills. Students
worked in groups to prepare presentations about tourist destinations, historical sites, traditional
customs, and ecological conservation. These projects improved communication skills, creativity,
information-searching abilities, and critical thinking. Teachers reported that students became more
confident in presenting their ideas and working collaboratively.

The use of digital technologies further supported the development of tourism-related concepts.
Virtual tours, educational videos, interactive maps, and multimedia presentations enabled students
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to explore national and international tourist destinations without leaving the classroom. Digital
learning resources increased students' motivation and made abstract concepts easier to understand.

Discussion

The results confirm that tourism education should not be considered an independent subject
but rather an interdisciplinary educational component integrated into different areas of the primary
school curriculum. Such an approach enables students to connect theoretical knowledge with real-
life experiences and strengthens meaningful leaming.

Interactive teaching methods were found to increase students' motivation and active
participation in the leaming process. Educational games, storytelling, collaborative projects, and
field-based leaming encouraged learners to construct knowledge independently instead of relying
solely on teacher explanations. These findings are consistent with constructivist leaming principles,
which emphasize student-centered education and experiential leaming.

Another important finding concerns the role of teachers in organizing tourism education.
Teachers who effectively integrated visual resources, practical activities, and interdisciplinary tasks
created more engaging classroom environments. Their instructional flexibility allowed students to
develop not only tourism knowledge but also communication, teamwork, creativity, and problem-
solving skills[5]

The research also highlights the importance of educational excursions. Practical leaming
experiences helped students observe cultural and natural heritage directly, increasing emotional
engagement and long-term knowledge retention. Such activities also strengthened students' sense of
national identity and environmental responsibility.

Digital technologies emerged as valuable educational tools. Virtual museum tours, interactive
maps, and multimedia presentations broadened students' access to tourism resources and supported
inclusive education by providing opportunities for schools with limited access to physical
excursions.

Despite these positive findings, some challenges remain. Teachers reported insufficient
methodological resources, limited financial support for organizing educational trips, and inadequate
instructional materials related to tourism education. Addressing these challenges requires
curriculum improvement, teacher professional development, and greater institutional support.

Conclusion

The present study demonstrates that the development of tourism-related concepts among
primary school students can be significantly enhanced through well-designed didactic mechanisms.
Interactive teaching methods, interdisciplinary integration, educational excursions, project-based
learning, and digital technologies create meaningful leaming experiences that improve students'
knowledge, motivation, and practical skills.

Tourism education contributes not only to students' understanding of cultural heritage and
natural resources but also to the development of critical thinking, creativity, communication,
collaboration, environmental awareness, and civic responsibility. These competencies are essential
for preparing young leamers to become active and responsible members of society.

The findings indicate that integrating tourism-related content into different primary school
subjects provides a practical and effective approach to competency-based education. Teachers play
a central role in organizing engaging leaming environments where students actively participate in
discovering their country's cultural and natural heritage.

Future research should investigate the long-term effects of tourism education on students'
academic achievement, environmental behavior, and intercultural competence. Additional studies




Journal

Bl

BG PULSE JOURNAL
aNE—

may also explore innovative digital technologies and community-based educational programs that
further strengthen tourism education in primary schools.

The implementation of effective didactic mechanisms will contribute to improving educational
quality while fostering students' appreciation of national i1dentity, sustainable tourism, and lifelong
leaming.
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