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Annotation: This article analyzes the role of historical cities in the development of tourism in
Uzbekistan, focusing on Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva, and Shahrisabz as key heritage destinations.
It examines their historical significance, UNESCO status, tourism infrastructure, and economic
impact on national development. The study also evaluates government policies, legal frameworks,
and strategic programs aimed at tourism growth and cultural heritage preservation. A qualitative
methodology is applied based on literature review, comparative analysis, and policy interpretation.
The findings show that historical cities are the main drivers of Uzbekistan’s tourism industry and
play a crucial role in sustainable economic and cultural development.
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Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqolada O‘zbekistonda turizmni rivojlantirishda tarixiy shaharlarning
o‘rni tahlil qilinib, Samarqand, Buxoro, Xiva va Shahrisabz asosiy meros maskanlari sifatida qayd
etilgan. Ularning tarixiy ahamiyati, YUNESKO maqomi, turizm infratuzilmasi va mamlakat
taraqqiyotiga iqtisodiy ta’siri ko‘rib chiqiladi. Tadqiqotda, shuningdek, turizmni rivojlantirish va
madaniy merosni asrab-avaylashga qaratilgan davlat siyosati, huquqiy asoslar va strategik dasturlar
baholanadi. Sifat metodologiyasi adabiyotlar sharhi, qiyosiy tahlil va siyosatni sharhlashga
asoslanadi. Natijalar shuni ko‘rsatadiki, tarixiy shaharlar O‘zbekiston turizm sanoatining asosiy
drayverlari bo‘lib, barqaror iqtisodiy va madaniy rivojlanishda hal qiluvchi rol o‘ynaydi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Tarixiy shaharlar, turizmni rivojlantirish, O‘zbekiston, madaniy meros, Ipak
yo‘li, Samarqand, Buxoro, Xiva, Shahrisabz, YUNESKO Butunjahon merosi, barqaror turizm,
turizm siyosati, iqtisodiy rivojlanish, madaniy turizm, merosni asrash.

Аннотация: В данной статье анализируется роль исторических городов в развитии
туризма в Узбекистане, с акцентом на Самарканд, Бухару, Хиву и Шахрисабз как ключевые
направления наследия. Рассматриваются их историческое значение, статус ЮНЕСКО,
туристическая инфраструктура и экономическое влияние на национальное развитие. В
исследовании также оцениваются государственная политика, правовые основы и
стратегические программы, направленные на рост туризма и сохранение культурного
наследия. Применяется качественная методология, основанная на обзоре литературы,
сравнительном анализе и интерпретации политики. Результаты показывают, что
исторические города являются основными драйверами туристической индустрии
Узбекистана и играют ключевую роль в устойчивом экономическом и культурном развитии.

Ключевые слова: Исторические города, развитие туризма, Узбекистан, культурное
наследие, Шелковый путь, Самарканд, Бухара, Хива, Шахрисабз, Всемирное наследие
ЮНЕСКО, устойчивый туризм, туристическая политика, экономическое развитие,
культурный туризм, сохранение наследия.

The historical cities of Uzbekistan play a fundamental role in shaping the country’s tourism
industry, serving as the core attractions that connect the nation’s rich cultural heritage with
contemporary economic development. Situated along the ancient Silk Road, cities such as
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Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva, and Shahrisabz represent unique urban landscapes where centuries of
history, Islamic architecture, scientific legacy, and traditional lifestyles are preserved in an
integrated cultural environment. These cities are internationally recognized as UNESCO World
Heritage Sites and are considered living museums that attract millions of domestic and international
tourists each year. Their significance in tourism development is not limited to cultural value alone;
they also function as strategic economic assets that contribute to employment generation, regional
development, infrastructure modernization, and the strengthening of Uzbekistan’s global image as a
leading cultural tourism destination.

The development of tourism in these historical cities has been strongly supported by a
comprehensive legal and institutional framework established by the Government of the Republic of
Uzbekistan. A key foundational document is the Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On Tourism,”
first adopted by the Oliy Majlis in 1999 in Tashkent and significantly revised in 2019. This law
defines the legal, economic, and organizational basis of tourism activities, regulates the relationship
between tourism operators and consumers, and establishes standards for the protection and
promotion of cultural heritage within the tourism sector. The 2019 amendments particularly
strengthened provisions related to international cooperation, simplified licensing procedures, and
improved conditions for private sector participation in tourism development.

In addition to the legal framework, several presidential decrees have played a decisive role in
accelerating tourism growth. Notably, the Presidential Decree of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On
Measures for Accelerated Development of the Tourism Sector,” issued during the reform period
beginning in 2017, introduced major structural changes in the industry. These reforms included the
liberalization of visa policies through the introduction of electronic visas, the expansion of visa-free
regimes for multiple countries, and the simplification of border entry procedures. Furthermore,
significant investments were directed toward improving transport infrastructure, hotel construction,
and restoration of historical monuments in Samarkand, Bukhara, and Khiva. These measures were
aimed at increasing the competitiveness of Uzbekistan in the global tourism market.

Another important policy initiative was the State Program declared in 2019 as the “Year of
Tourism Development,” approved by the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan in Tashkent. This
program prioritized the modernization of tourism infrastructure, restoration and preservation of
cultural heritage sites, expansion of accommodation facilities, and promotion of Uzbekistan’s
historical cities at international tourism exhibitions and platforms. The program also emphasized
the development of tourism clusters, particularly in historical regions, to integrate local businesses
with tourism services and enhance visitor experience.

Moreover, the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan has issued numerous
resolutions in recent years focusing on practical implementation of tourism reforms, including
urban regeneration of old city areas, restoration of architectural monuments, improvement of public
services in tourist destinations, and enhancement of hospitality standards. These regulatory
measures have ensured that historical cities are not only preserved as cultural heritage sites but also
transformed into modern, accessible, and competitive tourism destinations.

Overall, the historical cities of Uzbekistan serve as the backbone of the national tourism
industry. Their preservation and development, supported by consistent government policies and
legal reforms, demonstrate a strategic approach aimed at balancing cultural heritage protection with
economic modernization. As a result, Uzbekistan has been successfully positioning itself as one of
the most attractive cultural tourism destinations in Central Asia and beyond.

Literature Review: The scientific literature on the role of historical cities in the development
of tourism in Uzbekistan consistently emphasizes that Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva, and Shahrisabz
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are the main cultural tourism hubs of the country and the key drivers of international tourist flows.
Uzbek scholars and international researchers agree that these cities are not only historical
monuments but also important socio-economic systems that contribute to national tourism
development, regional employment, and cultural preservation.

One of the important academic sources is S. Sh. Shodmonov and U. V. G‘afurov, “Iqtisodiyot
nazariyasi”, published in Tashkent, 2019, “Iqtisod-Moliya” publishing house. In this work, the
authors explain the general role of tourism in economic development and emphasize that cultural
and historical resources are strategic assets for service sector growth. The relevant discussions are
found in the sections on service economy and tourism development (pp. 245–260), where historical
cities are described as key factors in increasing national income through tourism services.

Another important source is A. R. Rakhimov, “Turizm asoslari”, published in Tashkent, 2020,
“Fan va texnologiya” publishing house. This book focuses directly on tourism development in
Uzbekistan and highlights historical cities as the main tourism product of the country. The author
explains that Samarkand and Bukhara are central destinations due to their UNESCO World
Heritage status and well-developed tourism infrastructure. The relevant material is discussed in the
chapters on cultural tourism and destination development (pp. 110–135), where the role of heritage
sites in attracting international tourists is analyzed.

In addition, J. A. Khamidov, in his study “O‘zbekistonda turizmni rivojlantirish istiqbollari”,
published in Tashkent, 2021, “Iqtisodiyot” publishing house, examines the modern development of
tourism in historical cities. The author argues that government investment in infrastructure,
restoration of monuments, and creation of tourism clusters has significantly increased the
competitiveness of Samarkand, Bukhara, and Khiva. The relevant sections are found on pages 78–
95, where the impact of historical cities on regional tourism development is analyzed.

Overall, the reviewed literature clearly shows that historical cities are the foundation of
Uzbekistan’s tourism industry. Uzbek scholars strongly emphasize their economic and cultural
importance, while focusing on their role in employment creation, regional development, and
international tourism attraction.

Methodology: This study adopts a qualitative research approach based on the analysis of
academic literature, legal and policy documents, and statistical information related to tourism
development in Uzbekistan. The research applies historical-descriptive, analytical, and comparative
methods to examine the role of historical cities in shaping tourism flows and economic growth.
Content analysis is used to interpret scientific publications and government strategies, while
synthesis methods help integrate different perspectives. The study focuses on major historical cities
such as Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva, and Shahrisabz to evaluate their importance in cultural
tourism development.

1- Table
Comprehensive Analysis of the Role of Historical Cities in the Development of Tourism

in Uzbekistan
Indicators Samarkand Bukhara Khiva Shahrisabz

Historical
significance

One of the oldest
cities in Central
Asia, major center
of the Silk Road
civilization,
scientific and
cultural capital of

Ancient Islamic
cultural and trade
center with over
2,500 years of
history, well-
preserved medieval
city structure

Unique example
of a fully
preserved open-
air museum city
reflecting
Khorezm
civilization

Historical
birthplace of
Amir Temur,
important
political and
cultural center of
the Timurid
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Timurids period

UNESCO
status

Registan, Shah-i-
Zinda, and other
monuments
included in
UNESCO World
Heritage List

Historic Centre of
Bukhara included
in UNESCO World
Heritage List

Itchan Kala
included in
UNESCO World
Heritage List

Historic Centre of
Shahrisabz
included in
UNESCO World
Heritage List

Main tourism
type

International
cultural tourism,
educational tourism,
pilgrimage tourism

Religious tourism,
cultural tourism,
heritage tourism

Cultural tourism,
architectural
tourism,
museum tourism

Domestic
tourism,
educational
tourism, historical
tourism

Key
attractions

Registan Square,
Gur-e-Amir
Mausoleum, Bibi-
Khanym Mosque,
Shah-i-Zinda

Ark Fortress, Poi
Kalyan Complex,
Lyabi-Hauz
Ensemble, Chor
Minor

Itchan Kala,
Kalta Minor
Minaret, Juma
Mosque, Kuhna
Ark

Ak-Saray Palace
ruins, Dorut
Tilovat Complex,
Dorus Saodat
Complex

Tourism
infrastructure
level

Highly developed:
international hotels,
airports, transport
networks, guided
tours

Well developed:
boutique hotels,
traditional
guesthouses,
cultural tourism
services

Moderately
developed: focus
on heritage
preservation and
traditional
guesthouses

Developing:
mainly domestic
tourism
infrastructure

Annual
tourist flow

Very high
international tourist
arrivals

High international
and regional tourist
flow

Moderate but
stable tourist
arrivals

Relatively low
but growing
domestic tourism

Economic
impact

Strong contribution
to national GDP
through tourism,
hospitality,
transport, and
services

Significant support
for handicrafts,
small business, and
tourism trade

Growth of local
SMEs,
handicrafts, and
cultural
economy

Limited but
increasing
contribution to
regional economy

Government
investment

High level of state
investment in
restoration and
tourism
modernization

Continuous
restoration and
infrastructure
development
projects

Strong focus on
conservation and
preservation
projects

Gradual
development
programs and
heritage
protection

Tourism
development
role

Main tourism hub of
Uzbekistan and
international
tourism gateway

Second major
tourism center and
cultural brand of
Uzbekistan

Key heritage
preservation
destination and
museum city
model

Emerging
historical tourism
destination

Challenges
Over-tourism
pressure in peak
seasons

Infrastructure
modernization
needs in some areas

Limited
transport
accessibility

Lower
international
visibility
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compared to other
cities

This table provides a detailed comparative scientific analysis of the main historical cities of
Uzbekistan, showing their historical importance, tourism specialization, infrastructure level,
economic impact, and development role in the national tourism system.

Analytical Results: The conducted analysis of the role of historical cities in the development
of tourism in Uzbekistan reveals that Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva, and Shahrisabz function as the
main structural pillars of the national tourism industry. These cities demonstrate a strong
correlation between cultural heritage preservation and tourism growth, confirming that historical
identity is the most important factor in attracting both international and domestic tourists. Among
them, Samarkand shows the highest tourism performance due to its global recognition, developed
infrastructure, and concentration of world-famous monuments, making it the leading tourism hub of
Uzbekistan.

Bukhara demonstrates a balanced development model where cultural tourism is closely
integrated with traditional crafts and local entrepreneurship. The analysis indicates that tourism in
Bukhara significantly supports small and medium-sized businesses, especially in handicrafts,
hospitality, and service sectors. Khiva, as a fully preserved open-air museum city, plays a unique
role in cultural tourism, where authenticity and historical integrity are the main competitive
advantages. However, its development is somewhat limited by transport accessibility and
infrastructure capacity compared to Samarkand and Bukhara.

Shahrisabz, although historically significant as the birthplace of Amir Temur, shows a
relatively lower level of international tourism flow. The analysis confirms that its tourism
development is still in a growth phase, mainly focused on domestic tourism and educational visits.
Nevertheless, ongoing restoration projects and government attention indicate strong future potential.

Conclusion and recommendations: The research on the role of historical cities in the
development of tourism in Uzbekistan demonstrates that cultural and historical heritage is the
fundamental foundation of the country’s tourism industry. Cities such as Samarkand, Bukhara,
Khiva, and Shahrisabz are not only important historical monuments of the Silk Road civilization
but also strategic tourism centers that significantly contribute to the national economy, regional
development, and international recognition of Uzbekistan. The study confirms that these cities
function as integrated tourism systems where architectural heritage, cultural identity, and modern
tourism services are closely interconnected.

The analysis shows that Samarkand remains the leading tourism destination due to its global
reputation, developed infrastructure, and concentration of world-famous monuments. Bukhara
plays a key role in combining cultural tourism with traditional crafts and local entrepreneurship,
while Khiva stands out as a unique open-air museum city that preserves its historical authenticity.
Shahrisabz, although less developed in terms of international tourism, has strong potential for
future growth through ongoing restoration and infrastructure development programs.

The study also reveals that state policies and legal reforms have played a decisive role in
strengthening the tourism sector. Government initiatives such as visa liberalization, heritage
conservation programs, tourism infrastructure development, and international promotion strategies
have significantly increased tourist inflows and improved the competitiveness of Uzbekistan in the
global tourism market. However, certain challenges still remain, including uneven development
between regions, infrastructure limitations, and seasonal concentration of tourist flows.

In conclusion, historical cities are the main driving force of tourism development in
Uzbekistan. Their sustainable preservation and effective management are essential for ensuring
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long-term economic growth, cultural continuity, and the strengthening of Uzbekistan’s position as
one of the leading cultural tourism destinations in Central Asia and the world.

1. Strengthening infrastructure in historical cities
It is recommended to further modernize transport, accommodation, and public service
infrastructure in Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva, and Shahrisabz. Improving roads, airports, tourist
information centers, and digital navigation systems will increase accessibility and enhance the
overall tourist experience.

2. Enhancing heritage preservation and restoration activities
Special attention should be given to the scientific restoration and conservation of historical
monuments. Restoration works must follow international UNESCO standards to preserve
authenticity while preventing damage caused by mass tourism and natural factors.

3. Development of sustainable and community-based tourism
Local communities should be actively involved in tourism activities through handicrafts, homestays,
guided tours, and cultural events. This approach will increase local employment, reduce poverty,
and ensure fair distribution of tourism income in historical regions.

4. Improving international promotion and digital marketing
Uzbekistan’s historical cities should be more widely promoted through global tourism platforms,
social media, virtual tours, and international exhibitions. Creating strong digital branding will
increase global awareness and attract higher numbers of foreign tourists.

5. Diversification of tourism products and services
It is necessary to expand tourism offerings beyond traditional sightseeing by developing cultural
festivals, educational tourism, eco-tourism routes, and night tourism programs. This will help
increase tourist stay duration and overall tourism revenue in historical cities.
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