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Abstract
Lexicalization and lexemization are fundamental processes in modern linguistics that explain

how lexical systems emerge, evolve, and stabilize in human languages. These processes are central
to understanding vocabulary development, semantic change, and cognitive organization of
language. This article provides a comprehensive analysis of theoretical approaches to lexicalization
and lexemization, their historical development in linguistic theory, and current research issues. It
also examines how these processes function in morphology, semantics, cognitive linguistics, and
usage-based models of language. The study demonstrates that lexicalization and lexemization are
not isolated mechanisms but interconnected phenomena shaped by frequency, cognition, and
communicative needs. Furthermore, the article highlights unresolved theoretical debates and
proposes directions for future research in corpus linguistics and cognitive science.
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Annotatsiya
Leksikalizatsiya va leksemalashuv zamonaviy tilshunoslikda lug‘aviy tizimlarning shakllanishi,

rivojlanishi va barqarorlashuvini izohlovchi asosiy jarayonlardir. Ushbu hodisalar lug‘at
boyligining kengayishi, semantik o‘zgarishlar va tilning kognitiv tashkil etilishi bilan bevosita
bog‘liqdir. Mazkur maqolada leksikalizatsiya va leksemalashuvga oid nazariy yondashuvlar,
ularning tarixiy rivojlanishi hamda zamonaviy ilmiy muammolar tahlil qilinadi. Shuningdek, ushbu
jarayonlarning morfologiya, semantika, kognitiv tilshunoslik va foydalanishga asoslangan
nazariyalardagi o‘rni yoritiladi. Tadqiqot natijalari shuni ko‘rsatadiki, leksikalizatsiya va
leksemalashuv o‘zaro bog‘liq, chastota, kognitsiya va kommunikativ ehtiyojlar bilan shakllanuvchi
jarayonlardir.

Kalit so‘zlar: leksikalizatsiya, leksemalashuv, leksikon, semantika, morfologiya, kognitiv
tilshunoslik, so‘z yasalishi, til o‘zgarishi, mental leksikon, korpus lingvistikasi

Аннотация
Лексикализация и лексемизация являются фундаментальными процессами в

современной лингвистике, которые объясняют, как лексические системы возникают,
развиваются и стабилизируются в человеческих языках. Эти процессы имеют центральное
значение для понимания развития словарного состава, семантических изменений и
когнитивной организации языка. В данной статье представлен комплексный анализ
теоретических подходов к лексикализации и лексемизации, их исторического развития в
лингвистической теории, а также современных исследовательских проблем. Также
рассматривается, как эти процессы функционируют в морфологии, семантике, когнитивной
лингвистике и моделях языка, основанных на употреблении. Исследование показывает, что
лексикализация и лексемизация не являются изолированными механизмами, а представляют
собой взаимосвязанные явления, формируемые частотностью, когнитивными процессами и
коммуникативными потребностями. Кроме того, в статье выделяются нерешённые
теоретические дискуссии и предлагаются направления будущих исследований в корпусной
лингвистике и когнитивной науке.
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Language is a highly dynamic and adaptive system that continuously evolves in response to
cognitive, social, cultural, and technological changes. One of the most visible manifestations of this
evolution is lexical development, which includes the creation of new words, the transformation of
existing meanings, and the stabilization of lexical units within a language system. Modern
linguistics has increasingly focused on how lexical items emerge, become conventionalized, and
are mentally stored by speakers. In this context, lexicalization and lexemization are considered
essential mechanisms for explaining vocabulary change and lexical organization [1].

Lexicalization refers to the process through which linguistic expressions become fixed lexical
units with conventionalized meanings. It involves semantic change, structural fossilization, and
increasing frequency of use within a speech community [2]. Over time, phrases or syntactic
constructions may lose their compositional meaning and become single lexical units. For example,
expressions such as idioms or compounds often undergo lexicalization and are stored in the lexicon
as holistic units.

Lexemization, on the other hand, is concerned with the formation and stabilization of lexemes
as abstract lexical units. A lexeme is not a single word form but a set of related forms that share a
common semantic core and are mentally represented as one unit [3]. For instance, “go,” “goes,”
“went,” and “going” belong to the same lexeme. Lexemization therefore reflects how the human
mind organizes vocabulary into structured semantic networks.

The importance of these processes has grown significantly in modern linguistics due to
globalization, technological development, and rapid social change. New communicative needs
constantly emerge in fields such as digital communication, artificial intelligence, social media, and
global trade. These changes require continuous lexical innovation and restructuring of vocabulary
systems [4].

Despite extensive research, lexicalization and lexemization remain theoretically complex
phenomena. Linguists continue to debate their definitions, boundaries, and cognitive mechanisms.
Some researchers treat lexicalization as a subtype of grammaticalization, while others argue that it
is an independent process [5]. Similarly, the distinction between word, lexeme, and lexical unit
remains a central issue in linguistic theory.

This article aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of lexicalization and lexemization in
modern linguistics, focusing on theoretical foundations, cognitive mechanisms, semantic change,
and current research challenges. The study also explores how these processes interact within
morphological, semantic, and usage-based frameworks.

1. Theoretical Foundations of Lexicalization
Lexicalization is widely recognized as a process through which linguistic expressions become

conventional lexical units. According to Lipka, lexicalization involves the transition from freely
generated syntactic structures to fixed lexical items with stable meanings [1]. This transformation is
often gradual and influenced by frequency of use and communicative necessity.

One of the key characteristics of lexicalization is semantic non-compositionality. In many
cases, the meaning of a lexicalized expression cannot be fully derived from the meanings of its
parts. For example, idiomatic expressions illustrate how meaning becomes conventionalized and
culturally embedded [2].
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Blank and Koch emphasize that lexicalization is closely related to historical semantics and
cognitive processes [6]. Words often undergo metaphorical extension, metonymy, or semantic
narrowing during lexicalization. These changes reflect how human cognition categorizes and
restructures experience.

Corpus-based studies show that lexicalization is strongly frequency-driven. High-frequency
expressions tend to become lexicalized more rapidly due to cognitive entrenchment [4]. Repeated
usage strengthens mental associations, leading to conventionalization.

2. Lexemization and Mental Lexicon
Lexemization is closely linked to cognitive linguistics and psycholinguistics. According to

Aitchison, the mental lexicon is a highly organized cognitive system where words are stored and
retrieved efficiently [8]. Lexemization refers to the process by which linguistic forms are integrated
into this mental system as stable units.

A lexeme is an abstract representation that includes all inflected forms of a word. This allows
speakers to reduce cognitive load and process language efficiently. Instead of storing every word
form separately, the brain organizes them under a single lexical entry [8].

Murphy argues that lexical meaning is distributed across semantic networks rather than stored
as isolated definitions [3]. Lexemization therefore reflects a network-based organization of
vocabulary, where meanings are interconnected.

From a cognitive perspective, lexemization is influenced by categorization and conceptual
structuring. Speakers group lexical items based on similarity, usage, and conceptual relationships
[4].

3. Morphological Processes and Lexicalization
Morphology plays a crucial role in lexicalization. Bauer identifies compounding, derivation,

blending, and conversion as major word-formation processes contributing to lexical expansion [9].
These processes create new lexical items that may later become lexicalized.

Compounding is particularly important. For example, multi-word expressions may gradually
become single lexical units through frequent use. Over time, internal structure becomes less
transparent, and the compound is stored as a single lexical item.

Derivation also contributes significantly to lexemization by creating new lexical entries
through affixation. These new forms may become fully integrated into the lexicon depending on
usage frequency and communicative relevance [9].

4. Semantic Change and Conventionalization
Semantic change is central to lexicalization. According to Geeraerts, lexical meaning is

dynamic and subject to continuous reinterpretation [10]. Words may undergo broadening,
narrowing, amelioration, or pejoration.

Conventionalization occurs when a specific meaning becomes dominant within a speech
community. This process stabilizes lexical items and ensures communicative efficiency [10].
Without conventionalization, lexicalization cannot be completed.

Semantic change is also influenced by metaphor and metonymy. These cognitive mechanisms
allow speakers to extend meanings creatively, leading to new lexical units [6].

5. Usage-Based and Cognitive Approaches
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Usage-based linguistics emphasizes that language structure emerges from actual language use.
Schmid argues that repetition and frequency lead to entrenchment of lexical units in the cognitive
system [4]. Lexicalization is therefore a result of repeated communicative patterns.

From this perspective, lexemization and lexicalization are not separate processes but part of a
continuum. Frequent linguistic patterns become cognitively entrenched and eventually form stable
lexical representations.

Cognitive linguistics also highlights the role of embodiment and conceptualization in lexical
development. Language reflects human experience, and lexical categories emerge from conceptual
structures [4].

6. Current Issues and Theoretical Debates
One of the main debates in modern linguistics concerns the distinction between lexicalization

and grammaticalization. Some scholars argue that these processes overlap significantly, while
others maintain that they are distinct phenomena [5].

Another issue is the definition of lexeme. Traditional linguistics treats words as basic units,
whereas cognitive approaches emphasize abstract lexemes as mental constructs [3]. This difference
creates theoretical complexity.

Digital communication has introduced new challenges. Internet language, abbreviations,
emojis, and hybrid forms challenge traditional definitions of lexicalization. These new forms often
spread rapidly and become lexicalized in short time periods [1].

Corpus linguistics has become an important tool for studying these processes. Large datasets
allow researchers to track frequency, usage patterns, and semantic change more accurately [4].

Lexicalization and lexemization are fundamental processes in modern linguistics that explain
how vocabulary systems evolve, expand, and stabilize. These processes are essential for
understanding language change, semantic development, and cognitive organization of lexical
knowledge.

The analysis shows that lexicalization involves the transformation of linguistic expressions
into fixed lexical units through semantic change, frequency effects, and conventionalization.
Lexemization, in contrast, refers to the cognitive and structural organization of lexical items as
abstract units in the mental lexicon.

Both processes are deeply interconnected and operate within morphological, semantic, and
cognitive frameworks. Morphological productivity, semantic change, and usage frequency all
contribute to lexical development.

The study also highlights that modern linguistic research increasingly adopts interdisciplinary
approaches, integrating cognitive science, corpus linguistics, and functional linguistics. These
approaches provide deeper insight into how lexical systems function.

However, several theoretical issues remain unresolved, including the distinction between
lexicalization and grammaticalization, the nature of lexemes, and the impact of digital
communication on lexical innovation. These issues indicate that lexical studies remain an active
and evolving field.

In conclusion, lexicalization and lexemization are not isolated linguistic mechanisms but
dynamic processes shaped by cognition, usage, and social interaction. Future research should focus
on corpus-based empirical studies and computational models to further understand lexical change
in modern languages.
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